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Mount Cass

Rangiora-based MainPower has lodged a
resource-consent application to build a
windfarm on Mount Cass near Waipara.
TODD MEAD discusses some of the
environmental concerns.

windfarm on Mount Cass
presents clear benefits. It
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during construction alone; and for a
el
C d to
the lights on, it will help achieve long-
term security of sup, ﬂﬁ
What’s more, it will do this while
conmhumlgtothemnnmlpmkof

E‘ﬂfmmm mm

ElII].!B]DI]S.

Most people I talk to about
MainPower’s proposal to build a
windfarm on Mount Cass understand
ﬁlesebirlieﬁtsandwppurtaili?sd
renewsa eenﬂgr ject in
region, conceived by a locally owned

Hohum,mgarcasking:“ﬁt
what cost?” They are pointing to the
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the impact will be too great.
The next question asked is: “Can’t
you just build it on another hill?"
From the time of our earliest
consultation over Mount Cass, we
were aware of concerns about the
local ecology. However, because of
the measures we will take to mitigate
or offset any impact, the windfarm
will have ecological benefits overall.
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l‘u:mﬂltsmd t 20 per cent of New
Zealand's nationally threatened plant
species are to be found on limestone.
This may be the case, but there are
very few of them at Mount Cass.
‘We have also heard that Mount
Cass supports plants that are not

found anywhere else. Again, this is
In fact, Mount Cass is home to
two threatened plants — the
eulangered MuCashill's hebe (Hele
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Canter gecko. There is also a host
of other plant, bird, and insect life, all
of which will still be there after the
wind farm is built. i

It is important to remember that
Mount Cass has been a working farm

since 1850, and isa y i
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Cass means that we can tale some
measures which will be beneficial to
the ecology. This includes retiring the
most sensitive areas from grazing,
assisting a far greater rate of regen
erabongihanlshappeumgammﬂ}r.

Importantly, we will create
covenants over key parts of the ridge,
so thar biodiversity values are
protected in perpetuity.

We also intend to extend the
Mount Cass walkway onto the
windfarm site, so that can see

the turbines, the bush, the limestone

pavement and the impressive views.
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so our road will also be available from
time to time to allow the less
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We have spent a
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we do need a road to get the turbines
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_ 21-hectare construction footprint, of

which 16ha will be on pasture.
However, we cannot avoid some
vegeration, and we will need 1o clear
2.2ha of forest and about 3ha of

est site

Making hay: Mount Cass has been a working farm since 1850, Photo: Tim Cronshaw

shrubland, equating to about 1.4% of
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the rare species, many,
including the hebe, arelocal:ﬂdonme ¥
northern escarpment, and we

The limestone whea is mostly to
the south of the wi , and more
than 95% of it will be left alone.

To address the small, unavoidable
i our design includes the
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forest species using local seed sources.
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prove connectivity between existing
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fence off the planting areas and
initiate pest-control programmes.

Our conclusion is that the Mount
Cass windfarm will not compromise
the local ecology, but will become a
valuable asset for Canterbury.

What of the question of moving
the windfarm to another site?

MainPower has been looking at
potential windfarm sites in North
Canterbury for several years. Other
sites have potential, but Mount Cass
is the best, and the others do not stack
up right now.

Access is always key to a
windfarm. We have access rights to

Mount Cass, meaning that we have

the ability to build a windfarm there,
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minimal disruption to locals and the

environment. There is also easy access
to the ransmission grid.

But, the quality of the wind is vital.
The next best potential windfarm site
MainPower is monitoring has 109
less wind than Mount Cass, While
ﬂusnuginnntsm?‘bdalut.ltma
zﬁ%hlglmrmsm power, rendering
the project uneconomic with current
electricity prices and the high cost of
turbines, Qur conclusion is that
Mount Cass is MainPower's only
economic windfarm site in today’s

There is also a wider i
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relatestothcgrcmhouse—
offsetting benefits. i

The Mount Cass windfarm can

truly be a win-win for the local and

bal environments, as well as for
renewable energy needs.

B Todd Mead is the commercial
manager of MainPower,



